
Measuring well-being in regions and cities: How can it help improving policy-making? 

Luiz De Mello and Monica Brezzi, OECD* 

 

27 January 2015, 3:30 pm – 5:00 pm 

The London School of Economics and Political Science, Clement House, Aldwych; room CLM 502  

 
 

Abstract 

Many factors that affect people’s well-being are under the remit of local governments. Access to 
education, health care or a clean environment, while continuing to improve worldwide, show 
sizeable differences within and across countries, and these disparities can in turn affect people’s 
opportunities and long-term outcomes. Regional and local governments play a key role in the design 
and implementation of policies that bear most directly on people’s lives, and many of the 
interactions among policies are location-specific: policies on land use, transport and housing, for 
example, differ between cities and rural areas.  

The OECD, building on previous work to broaden the measurement of economic performance to the 
living conditions of individuals,  has developed a framework for measuring well-being at regional and 
local levels and to use these measures in the policy making process. The framework allows for 
comparing regions in OECD countries using consistent indicators for nine dimensions that 
characterise people’s material conditions and quality of life. 

Besides measurement per se, a well-being approach at the local level can help national and local 
policy-makers alike to prioritise public intervention where improvements are most needed, to better 
assess and monitor spatial concentration of advantages or disadvantages, and to improve policy 
coherence by identifying synergies and trade-offs across policy domains. As some practical regional 
case studies show, an integrated well-being agenda can be applied at the different phases of the 
policy cycle, engaging citizens and all the relevant stakeholders and considering the role of the 
different institutions and levels of governments. A better understanding of the determinants of well-
being as well of the interplay between individual choices and place-specific characteristics (including 
institutions and governance) can help assess the impact of policies and services on the various well-
being dimensions.  

The seminar will overview the OECD Regional Well-Being Framework and the main insights on the 
factors determining well-being in regions. It will also discuss possible extensions of this framework to 
provide evidence for decision making to pursue an inclusive growth agenda in regions that combines 
increased prosperity in different dimensions with greater equity. 
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